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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 



LISTING OF CLAIMS: 



1-10. (canceled) 



11. (currently amended) A vertical structure, having 
both functions of a seat and a partition screen, comprising: 

a pair of upright supports {D J_ i [ r 1 1 

a quadrilateral articulated frame (2) composed of rods 
(2a, 2b, 2c), a lo wer pair of the rods respect j^gl^H^L^to_the 
HE r iqh t support s at a lower part of the upright . supports t _and_an 
ti pper pair of the rods respectively hinged to the upright 
supp ort s at an upper part of the upri^ jupportsj_j^ 

an upper panel and a lower panel (3) attached the 

frame (2)_^ [ [ ; ] 3 

said frame (2) being adapted to allow the vertical 

structure [[(1)]] to act i) as a seat with the lower a nd the 

^PP2§I.^P^-£^^l^t±l^ rods (2b) of the frame (2) oriented 

perpendicular to the upright supports (1) and ii) as a partition 



screen w 



ith the lower and the upper pairs of rods (2b) and the 
upright supports coinciding and the upper panel (3) and the lower 
panel being coplanar. 
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12. (previously presented) A vertical structure as 
claimed in claim 11, wherein the frame (2) has end stops (7) 
mounted on the rods (2fo) , which abut against the upright supports 
when the seat position is reached. 

13. (currently amended) A vertical structure as claimed 
in claim 11, further comprising: 

return springs (2 0) provided between the frame (2) and 
the #eme upright supports (1), disposed to cause the automatic 
return from the seat position to the partition screen position. 

14. (currently amended) A vertical structure as claimed 
in claim 11, wherein tfee- balance weights hidden in the upright 
supports or as extensions of the rods (2b) of the frame (2) are 
disposed to cause the automatic return from the seat position to 
the partition screen position. 

15. (currently amended) A vertical structure as claimed 
in claim. 11, wherein the lower a nd the upper pairs of th e rods 
(2b) of the frame are hinged to the vertical structure upright 
s upports (1) by pins (9, 11) , and. 

w herein the pair of upright supports ( J ) , , r ej^;i n 

vertical an d non-displaced during operation o f tjie__s^r^ 
while the frame is displace between a first con^uratj^^^ 
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a s t he s e at and a se cond co n figuration acting as the p artitio n 
screen . 

16. (currently amended) A vertical structure as claimed 
in claim 12 r wherein -the- lower pair o f the rods (2b) a^e- is 
hinged with a stationary rod (15), t he sta t ionary rod conn ected 
t rave rse ly which is printed tr-ransv-e-^^e to the upright supports. 

11. {previously presented) A vertical structure as 
claimed in claim 11, wherein the panel (3) is a single piece, 
which is secured between the rods (2c) and the stationary rod 
(15) , 

18. (currently amended) A vertical structure as claimed 
in claim 17, wherein the panel (3) may bo is made of one selected 
from the group consisting of fabric, a synthetic material, and 
materials adapted to withstand the weight of a person. 

19, (currently amended) A vertical structure as claimed 
in claim 11, wherein the upright supports m ay be are bent through 
an essentially right angle, and fee- joined together by cross 
membe rs (17, — or alternatively - by a ^fe elal plate (19 ) with 
elements for direct fastening thereof to the floor. 
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20. (previously presented) A vertical structure as 
claimed in claim 19, wherein the upright supports are straight 
and are configured to be fastened to the floor by one of anchor 
plates and flanges, 

21. (previously presented) A vertical structure as 
claimed in claim 11, further comprising: 

hydraulic pistons provided between the frame (2) and 
the frame (1) disposed to cause the automatic return from the 
seat position to the partition screen position. 

22. (currently amended} The vertical structure of claim 
11, wherein, with the vertical structure configured as a seat, 
i) the upper panel is vertical to the lower panel and ii) the 
upper panel is facing and completely spaced apart from the 
upright supports by [[an]] the upper pair twe of the rods 
extending away from the upright supports and [ [a] ] the lower pair 
fewe of the rods extending away from the uprights supports. 

23. (currently amended) A vertical structure, 
reconf igurable between a seat configuration and a partition 
screen configuration, comprising: 

a pair of upright supports (1) extending in a first 

vertical po sition ; 
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a quadrilateral articulated frame (2) composed of rods 
(2a, 2b, 2c) , a lower pair of the rods respectively hinged to th e 
u prig ht supports at a lower part of the upright suppo rts, and_an 
upper pair of the rods respectively hinged to the uprigh t 
suppo rts at an JjLpper_jgajr^ support s ; 

an upper panel (3) attached to an upper part of the 

frame ( 2 ) ; 

a lower panel (3) attached to a lower part of the 

frame; and 

connection parts moving the frame, the upper panel, and 

the lower panel to between 

i) a first position, with the lower panel providing a 
seat, with the lower pair of the rods (2b) of the frame (2) 
oriented perpendicular to the upright supports (D^an^^the 
up r i gh Supports be ing in the first vgrtical^ogjtio^ and 

ii) a second position, with the upper panel and the 
lower panel both positioned vertically and providing a vertical 

partition screen, with 

a} the llPPer^and lowe r pairs of the_rods (2b) and the 

upright supports (1) coinciding, eftd: 

b) a first vertical plane defined by the upper panel 
(3) and a second vertical plane defined by the lower panel being 
coplanar , and 

c ) the up right s upports be ing in the firs t vertical 



po si t ion 
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24. (currently amended) The vertical structure of claim 
23, wherein, in the first position, 

i) the upper panel is vertical to the lower panel, and 

ii) the upper panel is facing and completely spaced 
apart from the upright supports by [ [an] ] the upper pair -few© of 
the rods extending away from the upright supports and [[a]] the 
lower pair of the rods extending away from the uprights 
supDorts . 



